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Above All, A Team

Shakopee Volleyball: Raising the Bar of Excellence

2011

9th Grade – 12th Grade Volleyball Players and Parents:

We hope everyone is as excited about the 2011 season as we are. The coaches have spent lots of time thinking ahead and preparing for the upcoming season.  We are gearing up for another chance to do great things in the volleyball world.  This is an early, but important message about the season to come. 

This will be the ONLY letter you will receive from us this summer…but it will also be posted on our website.

The 2011 practice schedule can also be found on our website… www.sabervolleyball.com …please print off what you need to prevent any surprises as August nears.  The calendar notes practices and special events for the 9th graders, B squad, Junior Varsity and Varsity teams. You may also view our game schedules at www.missotaconference.org All levels are posted.

The table below lists the events and dates to be mentioned in this letter:

	Date
	Time
	Event
	Who
	Location

	Sundays

6/26, 7/10, 7/17, 7/24 
	6:00pm - 7:30pm

6:00-8:00 on 7/24
	Open Gym
	Optional, ALL Players 6th Grade & Up 
	High School Aux. Gym (6/26, 7/10, 7/17)

Jr. High Gym (7/24)

	Monday

Aug. 8th 
	7:30pm – 9:00pm
	Parent/Player Meeting
	ALL Players & Parents trying out for 9th–Varsity teams
	High School Commons

	Mon – Thurs.

Aug. 8th – 11th 
	8:00am – 10:00am
	Thanh Pham Clinic
	Optional, but encouraged, for ALL RETURNING V & JV players - $50 cost per player
	High School Main Gym

	Mon – Thurs.

Aug. 8th – 11th 
	10:30am – Noon
	Captain’s Practices (run by returning varsity players) 
	Optional, but encouraged, for ALL players trying out for       9th-Varsity teams
	High School Main Gym

	Monday

Aug. 15th 
	8:00am – 2:00pm
	High School Tryouts Begin
	ALL players trying out for High School Teams
	High School Main Gym

	Tuesday

Aug. 16th 
	8:00am – 2:00pm
	9th Grade Tryouts Begin
	ALL 9th Graders Not Trying out for JV or Varsity Team
	High School Aux. Gym

	Fri. & Sat.

Aug. 19th & 20th  
	8:00am – 8:00pm

BOTH DAYS
	Team Photos Friday AM

Team Retreat
	ALL 9th – Varsity Teams
	TBD – Shakopee Area

	Mon – Fri

Aug. 15th- 26th 
	8:00am – 3:00pm
	Pre-Season Practices
	ALL Players
	High School Main Gym (V, JV, B)

Jr. High Gym (9th)


Parent/Player Meeting – MANDATORY FOR ANY PLAYER trying out for 9th – Varsity Teams AND A PARENT

A mandatory parent/player preseason meeting will be on Monday, August 8th @ The High School Commons at 7:30PM.  

We will cover the following:  

· Volleyball Handbook, Practices and Games Schedules
· Fall Fundraiser
· MSHSL Rules Interpretation Meeting by Athletic Director John Janke
· Spirit Wear Sales through Gary Schleper, Innovative Graphics (Samples and Sizes of spirit wear available to try and purchase). 
· Setting up volunteer and mandatory work dates for our 5th annual Shakopee Invitational, home game line judges and score keepers, as well as other fundraising needs
Thanh Pham Clinic
All returning JV and Varsity players are invited to attend an optional clinic held by Thanh Pham, Head Coach of the University of St. Thomas Volleyball Program, from 8:00-10:00AM on Aug 8th – 11th. The cost for this is $50 per player. Look for the email for more information and a sign-up opportunity soon.
Captains’ (Senior/Prior Varsity-Run) Practice

All girls interested in trying out for the 9th Grade, B, JV, and Varsity teams will be able to attend a Captains’ Practice Aug 8th – 11th from 10:30 – Noon.  This is typically run by last year’s captains, but will be run by the seniors/prior varsity players since captains have not been determined at this time.

High School Tryouts

 All girls interested in trying out for the B, JV, and Varsity teams should attend the first day of tryouts on Monday, August 15th at the High School Main Gym. Team selections (and cuts if necessary) will be made at any point between days 1 and 5.  

We will continue to implement our tryout and age eligibility policy that unless one is capable of making the high school JV or Varsity teams, all 7th – 9th graders will play with the girls of their same grade. This will hold true of public school students as well as SACS students.  This means that junior high / SACS students must play at their own schools and with their age group unless they are capable of making the JV or Varsity Team, as the B Team is exclusive to sophomores.

9th Grade Tryouts

All girls interested in making the 9th grade teams should attend tryouts on Tuesday, August 16th at the High School Aux. Gym from 8:00AM-2:00PM (all 9th graders trying out for a higher team will be told after tryouts on Monday if they should stay with the high schoolers, or attend the 9th grade tryouts on Tuesday). 

Team Retreat

We are continuing tradition this year with the 11th annual team retreat for all girls who make a 9th, B, JV or Varsity team. The retreat will take place Friday and Saturday, August 19th & 20th.  This allows players and coaches to get to know each other, do some team-building activities with all teams, and some break-out activities with your newly-formed team.  

This will not be an overnight retreat. Each player will be asked to contribute $5 to cover the cost of food and beverages for the evening.  Coaches will prepare walking tacos, etc. for the event.  We would be very happy to hear about any parents who would like to host, plan, or run an activity (no cost involved), please let me know (i.e. using your porch, grill, deck, back yard, pool, sand volleyball court, bonfire pit, etc.). 

Saturday morning will include a JV and Varsity Scrimmage at the Shakopee High school.  All are welcome to watch, if desired.  On Saturday afternoon we will be participating in “Feed My Starving Children” as a chance to give back to the community, and work together as teams. Saturday night will include motivational topics and team-building activities with Rick Rassier, the “One Man Volleyball Team.”  Rick will come to Shakopee this year to do activities in the gym.  Finalized times and location for the weekend activities will be handed out at a later date.  Because this event takes place during the season, we will expect 100% participation from the players on both days. 

Forms and Physicals

Please be sure to finish all paper work necessary for fall sports, and get physicals done (if needed) on time. Failure to do so will result in missing the tryout for your team, and therefore, missing your chance to play volleyball this year. The necessary paperwork can be found on the high school website, or can be picked up in the athletic department.  Any 7th or 8th grader trying out for the high school teams MUST complete all High School paperwork (refunds will occur if the child does not make the team). 

In response to our Booster fundraising campaign the “Spicer Wellness Center” has once again pledged to donate $10 to the volleyball program for each physical scheduled through their clinic (all sports physicals are $40). In order for the program to receive this donation you must mention the SHS Volleyball Program when scheduling the physical. The Spicer Wellness Center is at the new location of 1954 St. Francis Ave. For appointments call 952-403-1472. 

“Above the Net” Booster Club

If you would like to sit in on, or become involved with the “Above the Net” Booster Club, please join us at the next scheduled meeting. All meeting dates, times and locations are posted at www.sabervolleyball.com .

Camps/Open Gym

It is not too late to sign up for the Shakopee camp (“Advanced’ or Varsity) if it fits your schedule. Please sign up at the Shakopee Park and Rec. Dept. at the CC. Camp information is posted at www.shakopeevolleyballassociation.com  

We look forward to seeing you all on August 8th at the High School Commons.
Sincerely,  

The Shakopee Volleyball Coaching Staff

952-361-6057 

msbusch1@comcast.net










